
SECRETARY'S REPORT FOR 1991-2 

This was a successful and happy year, though we were sad it was 
Nigel and Fenella's last. Nigel was with us for four years, 

Fenella for three. 

we were extremely lucky to have an accom~anist of Fenell~'s 
outstanding ability who travelled long distances to b7 with u~ at 
considerable inconveniece to herself, and I for one will cherish 
her light tinkling touch on the piano. 

Fenella's wrote us a letter in which she said: "I have very much 
enjoyed the last three years at Staveley and I hop7 that your new 
accompanist will derive as much pleasure from playin~ for you. 
Good luck with the new conductor as well, and best wishes to you 
all." I have Fenella's new address near Crewe if anyone wants it. 

When Nigel and Sarah moved to Rossall we knew the present situ~tion 
could not last. Sarah presented him with a daughter Eleanor in 
December. Despite his home and school commitments Nigel managed 
to conduct all our carol concerts and keep up his Monday evening 
rehearsals throughout the year with unfailing promptness and 
cheerfulness. 

Kentmere Carol Service was held on the evening of Sunday December 
15th to suit the local, particularly the farming, community; we 
were given mincepies and coffee as usual and it was a happy 
occasion much appreciated by the congregation. 

We gave a concert of carols and readings at Ings on the afternoon 
of December 22nd. The rather sparse audience was due to factors 
beyond the control of Ings people, and we have agreed to go Ings 
again this year at a time convenient to the population there. 

The carol Concert in the Village Hall on Monday December 16th was 
skilfully compared by Ron Lancaster. As usual we shared the 
evening with the Staveley Players, who managed to resurrect Dolly 
Latimer once more, and with the brilliant 15-year-old David Edmonds 
who enchanted us with his flute playing. Alison Noble kindly 
accompanied us as Fenella was on holiday and the concert was as 
usual a successful Christmas highlight for the village. 

For our performance ~f Handel's Saul in St James's Church on May 
2nd we were ~ccompanied by a very competent 16-piece orchestra led 
by Jenny Hewi~t-Jones •. The f~ur soloists were Julie Flanagan, 
Margaret P~tt7nson, Keith ~arrison and Brian Lancaster. Marga~~~ 
and.Anna Ridding were helping to augment the sopranos in the cfoir 
until the week ~f the concert when Nigel announced that Eric Ibler 

was unable ~o s 7ng the countertenor part. Margaret did a · 
re~arkable Job in learning the solo part and singing it with 
assurance. We are most grateful to her, to all the other 
performers, ana also to the church and school authorities. 

I think ~e found it a stimulating and enjoyable work to lear 
though Im not sure all of us agreed with Nigel th t 't n, 
better work musically than the Messiah. a 1 was a 



In a letter of thanks to us Nigel wrote: "I am already suffering 
drea~ful withdrawal symptoms after the concert which really (and r 
promise I am not joking or intending to be in the slightest bit 
rude!) surpassed my wildest expectations! Be assured, I am 
missing you all terribly and will think of you on Mondays through 
the coming winter. I would be only too happy to come and sing for 
you whenever you like - preferably bass, if you don't mind, though 
I am open to offers!). My fee is very reasonable! Very best 
wishes and sincere thanks again. May your forthcoming season be 
very successful and at least as enjoyable as my last." 

At the 1991 AGM Michael O'Brien took over as Chairman from John 
Satchell, who was warmly thanked for all his hard work and 
enthusiasm as our Chairman over the past five years. Michael 
immediately scored a hit with the committee for his incisive 
decision-making, which usually meant saying yes to whoever 
suggested anything. 

We are sorry to have lost several members at the end of the season, 
including Muriel Armstrong who had been with us for many years and 
secretary of the Society for five. our President Jim Noble 
suffered a stroke during the year but we were glad to see him back 
in harness very soon and he was able to attend our performance of 
Saul in May. I also report with regret the death of Mrs Stilling, 
a long-standing Vice-President and one of the earliest and most 
active members who had been housebound for many years. Her 
funeral was attended by Peggy Hastings, Dorothy Buckley, Joyce 
Huck, Lesley Reed and Barbara Coupland. 

At our end-of-season party at Ings we were again offered superb 
food provided by members, but this time we had no entertainment and 
our Chairman didn't attempt a speech like that of his predecessor, 
so we spent more time chatting. This was welcomed by members, as 
we hardly have any time to chat on a Monday evening and this gave 
us a chance to do so. A VIP guest was Nigel and Sarah's little 
daughter Eleanor. 

After advertising for a new conductor we were very lucky to find we 
had a choice. I know I speak for all in thanking Charlotte Sefton 
most warmly for all she has done for us this year. She did a 
great job in conducting us on several occasions and her help in 
gathering the orchestra together and in many other ways is much 
appreciated. We had an evening when Maurice Armsby and John 
Bodiley came; we were overwhelmingly in favour of the latter who 
we now welcome as our conductor. In case anyone is interested, 
Maurice Armsby has taken on Windermere Choral. 

we almost despaired of finding anyone to replace Fenella, but are 
delighted to welcome the experienced and local accompanist Ann 
Brotherton who had many misgivings and many other commitments, but 
is willing to give us a try. We hope John and Ann will both 
enjoy coming to us on Monday evenings and we are sure we are in for 
a happy and fulfilling new season. 


