
Conductor's Report Season 2005 -2006 

I look back on last season with a feeling of tremendous satisfaction and 
pride. We really did achieve so much and it is all down to the loyalty and 
hard work of the members and the support of the committee. 

The season did not get off to a very good start, as shortly after we began, we 
received the shattering news that our accompanist, David Battersby had been 

diagnosed with acute Myeloid Leukaemia. Poor David has had a dreadful 
year, mostly spent in Christies Hospital, Manchester - enduring bouts of 

chemotherapy and radio therapy. More recently he has had a bone marro':" 
transplant and is now completely clear of the disease, although the anti-

rejection drugs are still causing some problems and he is not yet ready to 

play the piano or to mix with people where he could come into contact with 

infections or viruses. To our rescue came Paul White, who has been a 

wonderful support - tackling music with which he was unfarniHar and giving 

us so much help and encouragement. We are immensely grateful to him that 
he was able to step in at very short notice, attend our rehearsals so regularly 

and play the notes so competently! Accompanying a choir is a particular 

skill and Paul was able to pick out parts which caused difficulties and help 

the singers in so doing. 

Membership has continued to increase, largely due to the sad demise of 

Burneside Choral Society and more recently Windermere Choral Society. It 

was a difficult time for the members of these two long established choirs, 

but we have been delighted to welcome several members of both to our choir 

and we hope that they will enjoy singing with us as much as we have 

enjoyed and benefited from their talents, musicianship and friendship. 

The music we tackled this season was, to say the least, challenging. We 

spent the first six or so weeks of the season getting an idea of what was to 

come and made a good start on both 'Mirror of Perfection' by Richard 

Blackford, and Requiem by Faure. After half term, we concentrated 

exclusively on the music for our Christmas concert and the two carol 

~ces Ings _and Kentmere. Carols which were new this season included 

Smg,_ s~g this bl~d ~om' by ~avid Halls; 'O my dear heart' by Peter 

Aston, I sing of a maiden by Patrick Hadley (for ladies voices only) and 
'Oxen cribbed in barn and byre' by Armstrong Gibbs. 
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of village life to include the children, who are, after all the chonsters of~ 

future and I hope that this tradition will long continue. 

After Christmas it was all systems go! I had already started to 'fix' an 

orchestra for our spring concert and was amazed at the generosity of those 

players I contacted, who agreed to play for 'peanuts'! The choir music was 
still giving some members nightmares - not the least of which caused by the 

strange Italian text, but the choir worked so hard on their pronunciation and I 

think came eventually to enjoy the unfamiliar music. 

It is always a slightly worrying time of year from January onwards, when 

our retired members go off on their extended holidays and miss several 

consecutive rehearsals, but I had made a detailed rehearsal schedule and that 

certainly seemed to help to keep us on track. With hindsight and in the light 

of the subsequent 'crit' of our concert by Brian Paynes in the Westmorland 

Gazette, I think perhaps we neglected the Faure in favour of the Blackford, 

but I don't have any regrets about that. After the concert all the talk was of 

Mirror of Perfection and people were undoubtedly visibly moved by this 

piece. As we were introducing the work for the first time to South Lakes, I 

think we did the right thing in giving it priority. 

Only three weeks before the concert I was given the rather alarming 

diagnosis of a 'leaky heart valve', but in spite of everything, I think we can 

claim that the evening was a resounding success and the fact that we broke 

even fmancially was an additional boost to morale. The rest of the story is 

history now, but suffice it to say that I am already missing you all and 

looking forward to returning next January. I am so grateful to Anna for 

stepping in on my behalf and also to Iris for playing. 

Thank you all once again for the loyalty and support - and for all your 

messages. I am now making a good recovery and am trying out the 'arm 

waving' exercises (ouch!!) in preparation for my return. 

Sue 


