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Minutes of Committee Meeting at Sidegartb, June 15 1997 

Present: Michael O'Brien (Chairman), James Palmer, Chris Bates, Clarence Bratherton. 

Dorothy Buckley, Colin Elliott, Sue Osmaston, Percy Phillips, Adrian & Maureen Runswick, 

Nan Scott. 

Co-option We were happy to co-opt Sue Osmaston on to the Committee and to welcome her 

to the meeting. 

1997-8: The dates already bespoken were agreed: first rehearsal Monday September 22nd. 

AGM on October 6th, Carol Services at logs at 2.30 and Kcntmere 7 pm, both on Sunday 

December 21st, the Christmas Concert in Staveley Village Hall on Monday December 22nd. 

The Spring Concert would be in St James's Church on Saturday May 2nd . 
It was felt by many members that we should press Kentmere again for a chance to 

have our service up there on a Sunday afternoon rather than the evening, but we were reluctant ' 

to do so this year as the date and time had already been provisionally agreed with the Pde and 

we are aware of their strong feelings in favour of an evening carol service. 

Works for the Spring Concert: James's ideas were that we should perform the whole of 

Vivaldi's Gloria, Handel's Zadok the Priest and The Foundling Hospital Anthem with 

Hallelujah Chorus, and possibly Mozart's Ave Verum. James felt that the concert in 1996 was 

too long and others felt it sounded too highbrow to attract a sell-out. which is what we must 

aim for. James hoped that in future years there would be a greater inpu~to the works to be 
chosen. b '1 • ~re, 1U wet.I cv.> 

The Vivaldi only needs two soloists, soprano and alto; the Handel could also be managed with 

just two female soloists: the Mozart is for choir only. James would also like to do something 

contemporary but not too difficult, possibly a composition of his own based on Gershwin. He 

would ideally like an orchestra with strings, trumpets and oboes. 

Findraising: We had a discussion on finances and wondered whether James's ideas could be 

afforded. Dorothy said the 1996 concert cost £900 odd and we lost £400 on it. We still have 

£400 in a deposit accoW1t. Various suggestions were made for raising extra cash. Colin 

suggested we might have an orchestra one year and a good organist the next. Percy moved 

that we should go ahead with what James is suggesting this year and this was agreed. 
James suggested a definite policy to raise the sub every year by a small amount rather 

than drift and then have to make a large increase. After discussion it was moved that we 

suggest to the AGM to raise it from £15 to £20 this autumn. Other fund-raising suggestions 

were that we could ask choir members to give donations to help us provide a decent orchestra 

this time, or that members could pay the hire cost of their own copies ofth.e music. 

Our popular concert in April to raise money for CancerCare provided a total of £454 78 for 

~e charity and a Jetter of thanks was sent to our Treasurer Dorothy. We would very m~ch 

hke ~o _have another "popul~" concert, possibly giving half the proceeds to charity and 

provtding funds for the Society too. But it is very difficult to see when we could d ·t · th 
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commg ~ear. e spnng o 1s the next obvious opportunity, after the Mary Wak fi Id 
Concert m March. e e 

Mary Wakefield: Michael said that at the last m ti 1 J 
Choir which would rehearse under one conductor :
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~y members of the existing choirs that wished to participate. ~e ~::ra1 Soc'co~posed of 
either re~earse the same work or whatever they chose. Vari . . . . . 
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about this from "Jet's give it a try" to a feeling that "thi . ous opimons have been expressed 

festival is about". It would not affect the com 'ti s_ ts not what the Mary Wakefield 

o~t to~ members of all choirs, probably in 
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discuss 1t. · ' er we should have a meeting to 
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The performance on Saturday March 15th of the Dream under Brian Kay and with the 

Manchester Camerata was an inspiring occasion. The orchestra was brilliant, the soloists 

memorable (Vanessa Williamson, Justin Lavender and Paul Whelan) and the massive choir 

of over 300 did much better than many expected although there were a few dodgy moments 

for us and for Brian Kay. The audience thought it was terrific. We much look forward to 

Brian's next concert with us in 1999 and are delighted to hear he is contracted to conduct at 

the Mary Wakefield Festivals of2001 and 2003 .. 

ht the Monday competition evening on March 10th the singing from eight Societies 
was of a very high standard. We didn't win, although we thought we did ~11 with 

our programme of three Hungarian songs, John Ireland's The Hills, a Spiritual and an 

excerpt from Vivaldi's Gloria. The judges seemed to think so too. 

Margaret Farhall suggested we gave a light evening's entertainment in the Village Hall in 

support of CancerCare, and this took place on Wednesday April 30th with a varied 

programme of songs from the musicals and from our competition songs. At least one of us 

felt totally lost trying to sing a la Beatles, but the concert was a huge success and members 

can't wait to try their hands and their voices again in another similar venture. We gave a 

splendid finger supper with wine. The concert, all for £3 a head, and managed to make over 

£400 for the good cause. 

Eight days later, on Thursday May 8th, we had a delightful evening at Michael and Diana 

O'Brien's home for our end of tenn binge. The weather wasn't kind enough for us to be out 

of doors, but we all thorough1y enjoyed the occasion. 

We are, rm sure, all very sorry to be losing Michael as our Chainnan. He has whisked 

through committee meetings and AGMs at breakneck speed and with little regard for 

democracy, but he's been a very easy Chairman to work with and has done yeoman service 

representing us at Mary Wakefield Committee meetings. We've all enjoyed his period of 

chairmanship and hope he'll come and hear us perfonn or join us again one of these days. 


