
STAVELEYCHORAL SOCIETY 

Minutes of tommittee meeting held Monday 17th July 2000 

:~t:. ?ill Stephens (Chair), Michael Sefton (Vice Chair), Sue Osmaston (Sec),Jennifer Preston (Treas), 

cy P~hps, James Palmer, Nan Scott, Margaret Watson. 

~olo'?S:, Zoe Morris~ Rebecca_Waine, Margaret Farhall, Iris Diggle. 
e minutes of the prevtous meetmg were duly agreed and signed. 

Matters arising. 

Letters of thanks/appreciation were read out from Fiona Watson, Jacqui Dale (RNCM), and Moira Hall. 
Treasurer's statement 

Jennifer produced a breakdown of the accounts relating to the Creation concert, which showed an overall 

profit o_f £165.12. Ticket sales netted £509 on the door, and £111 from the bookshop. The choral society 

1s now m a reasonable financial position. 
A donation of£ 120 had been sent to the Vicar of Staveley, The Rev. Geoffiey Watson for the use of the 

Church for rehearsals on Monday evenings - he had not asked for any charge. 
Nan expressed the appreciation of the committee to Jennifer for a clear and concise presentation of the 

accounts. 

,,,-.. It was agreed that we should cancel our standing order for £50 p/a to the Mary Wakefield Festival. This 

money was an annual donation, which is unrelated to our entry fee for the festival. 

NFMS - There was some discussion as to whether we should continue our membership of this 

organisation. Gill had talked to Jon Fisher after the NFMS had got our dates wrong twice on their 

publicity in Dateline North, and also sent us the wrong application form. The committee agreed to 

continue subscribing for another four years and then to rewe the situation. 

Feedback on The Creation 
The committee agreed that Kendal Parish Church is an excellent venue, both from a geographical and 

artistic standpoint. The Church authorities were extremely helpful, as also was Mike Crossley, who 

helped us to set up the staging. We were lucky with the weather, and our publicity obviously worked 

because so many people attended. The coverage in the Gazette was excellent - with the feature by Adrian 

Mullen and the advertisement, which we placed in the concert-week edition. 

The afternoon rehearsal was deemed to have been quite stressful all round. The singers were not given 

opportunities to save their voices, and many of the orchestra had difficulties too. Some of the players 

were not sufficiently experienced, and the committee felt that some of the subtleties were missing in the 

performance. It was felt that, in future, some sort of contract/commitment should be obtained well in 

advance from the players required. 
1' The conductor's score was in German, which proved to be unsatisfactory, especially during the recits. 

The performance in the evening was felt to have been very successful on the whole, with some 

'interesting moments'! Of the soloists, Anthea Kempston was felt to have been outstanding, with John 

Cox also singing well. Nigel Waugh's perfonnance was somewhat disappointing. 

The merging of the two choral societies was felt to have been of mutual benefit to both organisations and 

the members ofBumeside Choral Society enjoyed the rehearsals and the perfonnance. Nan had issued to 

all singers a list of things to reme~b~ on the day, and !his was felt to hav~ ~een helpful. 

Perhaps it would be good to do a smular large venture m about four years time. 

Future programme . . . . 
Gill asked to join the music subcormmttee. From Sept - Dec, the choIT would rehearse Christmas music 

and begin to prepare the programme for the Choral class in the MW Festival. From Jan, we would start 

to prepare items for a concert of more popular music in May. The subcommittee would meet after the 

rehearsal on Monday 2nd October. 

(cont'd) 


