
STAVELEYCHORAL SOCIETY 

Secretary's Report for the Year 199819 

I think we can safely say that we have enjoyed a successful year, the ~ghlight of ~hi~h must 

surely have been our participation in the Mary Wakefield Fes!ival. Together With_ c~oral, ~1et1es ~om 
around the county, we joined forces to perform Brahms' Reqmem and Vaughan Wtlhams Five My~tcal 

Songs in the Westmorland Leisure Centre last March. In the competitive chora~ class, we ~u1tted 

ourselves weH and were delighted that Kendal South were able to share first place with Levens Chorr. 

The new regime for establishing the Festival Chorus met with a mixed reception, and several of 

our members decided to opt out, for a variety of reasons. This does create a potential danger of dividing 

the society, and I would hope that next time, more members would be able to attend the extra rehearsals: 
those of us who did so found them both beneficial and helpful. 

We were very sad to have to say goodbye to several long-standing members and good friends this 

year. Colin and Helen Elliott, Joyce Dixon and Ron Lancaster were alt forced by ill health to leave the 

,,.. society, and more recently Spencer and Elizabeth Crookenden too. We wish them all well and thank them 

for their many years of support and friendship. We were devastated by the untimely death of Charlotte 

Sefton, whose musidanship, friendship and integrity are deeply missed by us all. 

We are delighted that Adrian Runswick is now fit enough to endure the exhaustion of Monday 
evening rehearsals and welcome both him and Maureen back as regular members. 

J .._~I' I~ A very successful party held at logs Church Hall launched the season. The buffet was magnificent 
and we all enjoyed the musical quiz set by James and Wendy. 

Our Christmas concert in 1998 was something of an experiment, as we tried a new seating 

arrangement, with the choir positioned down the side wall of the hall, and the audience in a slightly 

curved formation facing us. However, the general feeling was that some of the audience felt a bit 

claustrophobic and that the only real advantage was that all the frre exits were kept clear! The MC for the 

concert was Percy Phillips and our soloist was the young Keldwyth Award finalist, Claire Boxall who 

played her clarinet, accompanied by Wendy. James and Wendy provided a lively performance of Hobos 
Blues and our readers were Michael Sefton and Margaret Mitchinson. 

The two Carol Services at lngs and Kentmere were both well attended and we were once again 
grateful to Colin Tolson for playing the organ for us. For a bit of light relief, both services were 

conducted by me, whilst James cavorted down the ski slopes. We are still waiting to see his photographs! 

The finale to the season was our Spring Concert, at which we reverted to putting the choir on the 
stage, but this time the audience were seated round their supper tables, so we didn't have much option. A 
very successful outcome to this evening was the raising of £100 for each of three charities: Alzheimer's 

Society, Parkinson's Disease Support Group and Epilepsy Association. We were also able to put £149.60 

into the Choral society's account towards future expenses. Once more, as on many other occasions during 
the year, members turned up trumps with a wonderful gastronomic spread. I am beginning to wonder 
whether it could be the delectable food that we provide, which attracts audiences, every bit as much as 
our singing? 

Our Mo~y night re~sals _are greatly ~ivened by the pe~sonalities of James and Wendy, 

whose musicianship and profess1onahsm have contmued to serve us m good measure. Thanks to you 
both. 


