
ST A VELEY CHORAL SOCIETY 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting: 27 September 2004 

1. The Minutes of the last AGM: It was suggested that the names of all committee 
members should be included. 

2. Matters arising: There were none which would not be covered in the agenda. 

3. Secretary's report: i) It had been another enjoyable seas_on with a range of 
activities, including the evensong services which Sue will talk about. 

ii) As members of Westm_orland Music Council we notify 
them about our concerts, as was done on 16 August. They produce a diary of events 
which avoids clashes and keeps everyone informed about the forthcoming programme. · 
The Making Music organisation involves an annual fee which will be debated at the next 
committee meeting. 

iii)A great deal of information is supplied about artistes, 
choral days, musical scores, registers and grants. In general, they do rt6t seem to be of 
interest to our membership, apart from what is passed on to Sue. . · 

iv)Funding has been received from both SLDC and the 
Neighbourhood Forum, the latter being a guarantee against foss. We should try to assess 
our needs in good time, because we have to obtain grant-aid from different sources. 

4. Treasurer's report: Everyone felt that Zoe had done very well in the role of 
treasurer during the past year and we had made a profit on all events, 'befog helped to do 
so at the Spring concert by means of a generous anonymous donation of £300. 

5. Conductor's report: i) Sue explained that in October 2003 she had put together 

the idea of choral evensong. This would meet short-term aims, provide a useful discipline 

and avoid carol-singing in September! After positive feedback the s~rvice was repeated the 

following January for the Crookendens, former choirmembers ·who were leaving the area. 

ii) 16 children were successfully involved in the Christmas 

concert in spite of poor parent response. , . · 
iii)We had prepared Haydn's Nelson Mass for the May 8 

concert with a worthwhile· contribution from a group from Queen Katharine SchQol. 

iv)Sue referred to the good service given during the time 

spent with us by Clive Osgood, both as accompanist ~din-house composer. H~ had left 

to go to Hirstpierpoint College, Brighton and we are pleased to welcome David Battersby 

in his place. Members who are no longer with us for various reasons include 

Doug.Spence, Chris Bates, Keith Harrison, Clarence Bratherton and Margaret Watson, 

Audrey Hammond and Lyn McCuaig. We all extend our sympathy to Beryl following the 

death of her husband, Ken. 

v) Looking ahead, Sue said that our ~usica1 progr~e 

would include another choral evensong and the Mary Wakefield Festival,. butmembers 
were disappointed to learn that this will be Sue's last season as conductor. 



6. Chairman's report: Dick was mostly concerned to thank Sue for all she h~d 

done preparing us so well for the evensong and the carols at Kentmere, not to mention 

getti~g us through the Nelson Mass and the way in which she had worked towards_ 

participation by local children. We do, however, understand why she has to leave her 

conductor's role. 

He also referred to the anonymous donor who had seen us through what would have 

otherwise been a difficult time and thanked everyone who hag ·assisted in any way, 

including Margaret for her stalwart work as librarian. Finally, he welcomed new members 

and said that we were still, as ever, looking for men. 

7.Future Programme: i) The choral evensong would now take place on November 

7 starting at 3. Opm. Other dates would be as per the Chairman's newsletter except for the 
choral celebration which would be on Wednesday March 9. 

ii) The first rehearsal for the Mary Wakefield would be on 
October 9 when the idea would be to attend without any advance preparation. 

iii) Dick announced that, in order to have a break in the 
middle of rehearsals, notices would in future be given out at the end of meetings. 

8. Election of Officers & Committee: The officers appointed were as follows 

Chairman - Dick Forsyth(prop. Margaret Farhall,sec.Iris Diggle) 

Vice-Chairman - Jenny Forster(prop.Barbara Colley,s~cBeryl Hoyle) 

Secretary - Barbara Colley(prop.Iris Diggle,secTim Osmaston) 

Treasurer - Zoe Gibson(prop.Adrian Runswick,secMel Connell) 

It _was agreed that all other former committee members should be re-elected nem.con-Iris 

Dtggle, Margaret Farhall, Becky, Sue & Tim Osmaston and Adrian & Maureen Runswick 


