
Minutes of AGM - Staveley Choral Society 

Monday 3
rd 

October 2005 

t: The minutes of the last AGM on 2t1' September 2004 were disc,ussed. The fact that subs 
were to be increased from £20 to £25 bad been omitted from the Treasurer s report. 

2: Matten arising. We are still actively looking and encouraging men to swell the ranks of 

the tenors and basses. . . 
The Treasurer proposed that there should be a further increase of subs, but 1t was agreed that this 
would be discussed at the next Committee meeting (on Monday 10

th 
October 2005) 

3: Treasuren report. Figures are slightly down on last year's information-need to l~k in~ 
various ways of increasing the revenue from the Society. Dick thanked zoe f~r her efforts m !IDs 
job and she has agreed to continue in this post for another year, if so required by the Society 
members. 

4: Membenhip Secretary: Kath Morris outlined the current membership details and 
informed the Society of a number of members who have since retired from the organisation. She 
mentioned that Adrian Runswick had today returned home from yet another spell in hospital, but 
was still too ill to return to the choir. Mel Connell hoped to return after the birth of her baby. Kath 
also welcomed new members to the group including those from Bumeside Choral Society who 
have recently joined following the demise of their choir. 
To date there are 40 members of the Society. 

It was requested that all cheques be made payable to "Staveley Choral Society" rather than to Zoe 
personally, which causes problems. 

Dick acknowledged that Sue Osmaston, our conductor, had, last year informed us of her intention to 
resign from her post but had since had a change of mind and she was thanked for remaining in her 
position of conductor for another season. 

5: Conducton report: Sue welcomed David Battersby as our new accompanist for the 

2004/05 season. She outlined the very enjoyable Christmas carol services at Ings and Kentmere 

and confirmed the intention to do these again. The village Christmas concert had been a huge 
success and children from Staveley Village School had participated for the second year in 
succession. 

The concert in May 2005 for Kaloko was very successful and we welcomed local soloists to play in 

the concert and to read selected passages. Many favourable comments were received from the 

capacity audience, both about the music and about the buffet supper provided and served by the 
choir. 

A few members had taken part in the Mary Wakefield Choral Concert, which they had found 
stimulating and challenging, but hugely rewarding. 

The whole choir sang in the Choral evening of the festival and gained a great deal from the shared 
experience. Many favourable comments were received from the Adjudicator, Gareth Green. 

6: Chairman's report: Dick, once again, thanked Sue for staying and offered the Society's 

thanks to Margaret Farball and Zoe Gibson for their continuing expertise as Librarian and 

Treasurer. He also gave thanks to Barbara Colley for her work as Secretary and informed the 
Society that she wished to resign her position and step down as secretary. 
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8: Election of officers to Staveley Choral Society Committee. 

All the current officers were re-nominated. 

Jenny Forster (Vice Chair) nominated D_ick Forsyth to s~nd agai:C as Chairman. This was 

seconded by Kath Morris and passed unanimously by the Society mem rs. 

. . Ch • n This was seconded by Kath Dick then Nominated Jenny Forster to remam as Vice airperso · 

Morris and voted in by the Society members. 

Margaret Farhall proposed Zoe Gibson to remain as !reasurer and was seconded by Margaret 
Mitchinson and she was unanimously elected by the Society members. 

Dick proposed Kate Ducubury as . the new 
secretary. This was seconded by Sue Smgleton 
by the Society members. 

All the other committee members were to remain: 

incoming 

and agreed 

Iris Diggle, Margaret Farball, Kath Morris, Tim Osmasto~ Maureen Runswick, Rebecca Waine. 

9: Any other business: 

Barbara Mitchell asked if we were preparing a Choral evensong. Sue felt that with the current 
workload it was unwise to try and learn the full repertoire required for a Choral evensong and that it 
may put members under pressure bearing in mind the work required for the May concert. 

The question was also raised about why we don't do as much in Staveley Parish Church. The 
answer, from Sue, was again purely because with our current workload it would make the members 
too committed and we are not keen to lose members who feel under pressure - which is what can 
happen if we try and take on too much. This will be considered again at a later date ( next year). 

Arthur Lloyd asked if we had produced a budget for the forthcoming concert with the quote of 
£3000 being the figure. It was confirmed that this figure is on the high side, but that the committee 
would prepare some figures for submission to the members. 
The meeting was concluded at 7:55pm 


