
5. Conductor's Report 2012-2013 , 
I can only reiterate what Dick has said in his report about the musical successes we 

have achieved this year. 

The music we do reflects the varied styles of Staveley with something for everyone. 

Grand Night for Singing concert in October last year we performed music from Les 

Miserable, Ascot Gavotte as well as the songs performed by The Millennium Youth 

Choir. And then there was Christmas, which is a unique highlight for the choir 

performing Coventry Carol with primary school and two pieces from The Messiah (I 

really hope the school kids this year don't want to do When Santa Got Stuck up The 

Chimney) 

Carmina was magnificent. The number of people who told me Staveley wouldn't be 

able to perform Carmina and we proved them wrong! 

Carmina reflects an aim of the choir, as did The Windermere Passion the previous 

year, of wanting to embrace a wider community and encourage people to take part. 

To help new comers we had and still have sessions about reading a score and we had 

Margaret Pattinson a singing coach, In the example of Carmina, as well as some new 

members in the choir, we had 5 young percussionists from The Westmorland Youth 

Orchestra performing alongside professional players as well as singers from Dieseen. 

For me I feel the choir do need to think about choral discipline and the balance 

between rehearsal being a social event and the need to develop and grow musically 

- a.11d--bQPefully encourage new members. We have. a "Yide, range of abilities in the 

choir from those who can sing but can't read music to some. who are experienced 

singers. The more experienced singers are crucial to support and encourage those 

who are not as confident, maybe can't read music- so for them sitting next to such a 

person would help them and so on. I am more than happy to continue to hold 

sessions at 1 Park Road to teach people to read music but I feel the choir has a 

responsibility. 

I feel if we want to encourage experienced singers to join then how we rehearse and 

the individual responsibility of each member of the choir to help in the rehearsal is 

important. I am not talking about the talking but, for example, having a pencil, trying 

to remember things I asked from the previous week and, when we have singing 

coaches, trying to put into practice things they told you. 

Or are we here more for the social side. It is a balance but food for thought. 

I have to thank Dick and Zoe for putting up with my relentless e mails and Dick for 

buying the crisps. The Committee and the choir- thank you for supporting me and in 

particular David - Keep up those little giggles! 

NB. Philip did add to his written report that he is not happy with our lack of 

discipline; therefore we must give this some extra thought and concentrate more on 

our work ethics. 
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