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6. Conductors Report 
The conductor's report on the season was read by Dick in Philip's absence as follows: 

I must first apologies for not being present at the AGM The beginning of October is when we 
always take our holiday after a long and gruelling summer as those present who run a bed and 
breakfast will vouch for (I did ask Dick if the choir would pay for a live satellite link from Boston 

but sadly he declined!) 

Secondly I do need to say how much I am enjoying conducting the choir- the opportunity to make 
music, the banter, the enjoyable atmosphere, the friends I have made and most of all, many 
thanks for the support from Dick and the Committee; thank you 

I am now in my second year as the conductor and beginning to understand the choir, what makes 
it tick such as the famous Staveley raffle during concert intervals and beginning to remember 
some of your names. I now feel I appreciate what some of the challenges and opportunities are. 
I do feel the biggest challenge for Staveley in a geographical area that has many, maybe too 
many choirs is its future and the need to recruit new members if we are to continue its long 
tradition. 

Assuming the annual accounts are approved at the AGM this will give us a strong platform to 
apply for grants to develop the choir. There are many avenues we could pursue such as bringing 
in a coach for a day and advertising it widely for anybody to join or, if we are more adventurous, 
working with different groups in the community to do something special. All of these ideas need 
discussing but they attract new members, develop the choir and are good fun 

to 

These days, if somebody is looking to join a choir- as well as the attributes which Staveley has 
that make it unique compared with what I hear of other local choirs - people, /feel, will look also 

had to smg at artm_e rzory are examp es o w t e se we o er 

I feel we need to be more imaginative in how we market and sell our concerts The disappointing 
turn out for our spring concert even though it was a great programme suggests we need to find 
new ways to promote ourselves The best people to promote the concerts are the individual 
members of the choir. I was slightly disappointed to see the small number of tickets we sold as a 
choir: was it the date, the programme? 

I know tf;at when I first started there were some thoughts about how I organise the rehearsal. I 
would be interested for some feedback? The need to balance learning notes where some are not 

as wiil versed in reading music as others but at the same time avoiding sections sitting/or long 
periods of time not singing, combined with my aim to develop the choir technically and overall 

have '!" enjoyable time is a challenge. I have had some positive feedback after both the concerts 
about how the choir has developed and for some reason how the men especially have developed! 
I have- to finish a on a positive note. As Dick turned down my request for a live satellite 

broad_cast I suggested he could sing a small ditty to end this report but for some reason he 
declined Maybe Ben could find some suitable song? (I left this out!) 

The highlights this year were the Mass for Peace, Rachel and her readings at the spring concert 
and of course the Staveley Hill Billys , the snow and the carol services, my failure to see David's 
e 7!1011 to say he_ could not make the Ings Carol Service and what then felt like a three day event 
with me stumbling between the organ, the music stand and the lectern and trying to get the 

children from the primary school at the Christmas concert to concentrate and not continue to 
pose whil~t their parents took another picture from the back of the hall using their mobile 
camera 

Once again apologies for my non attendance 
Many thanks 

Philip 


