
Report from Philip, the conductor for the AGM of Staveley Choral! 

Well what a year from a musical point of view I From the dramatic recreation of Handel's Messiah to 

commemorating the First World War, singing Choral Evensong and along the way celebrating 

Benjamin Britten's anniversary with some movements from The Ceremony of Carols 

I have never done a co11cert where we have had to put a sign on the door saying "Sold Out'' about 5 

minutes before the start as was the case for our summer concert. I was slightly worried that being in 

the shadow of the Messiah, motivating ourselves to do another concert could impact on the 

standards. How I was proved wrong. We have had many, many plaudits saying how powerful, 

moving, funny and thoroughly entertaining the concert was with the combination of solos, readings, 

a jazz quartet and pieces sung by the choir. 

The Christmas Concert seems to me to get better and better- will it be a sold out sign again this year 

as we are building a reputation? The variety we manage to deliver is truly incredible. I feel it is more 

challenging to do a concert where we have to switch from a movement from the Messiah to Baby Its 

Cold Outside, the men singing a Neapolitan Carol and then back to a piece by my favourite composer 

John Rutter. 

And then there was the Messiah. Well what can I say that hasn't been said already? An amazing 

evening. Can I go to a normal performance of the work such as the one coming up at St Martins just 

before Christmas without getting bored and restless? 

I think every conductor will plead for more members- why not. It's good fun but hard work, we offer 

variety and a chance to sing with a great crowd. The system we have started in letting Katherine 

know if you cannot make a rehearsal is important. 

If I have one nag it is letting Katherine know at least 4 weeks before a concert if you will not be 

performing in that concert. It costs between £2 and £5 per person to hire or purchase music. If 

you're not planning to sing, for example, in Choral Evensong then we save some money as we do 

have to order music well in advance. 

I cannot name everyone who I should thank for fear of missing someone out, so thanks to all. 

Finally on a personal note I will miss PhmJfn~Ys mutterings especially when we do warm up 

exercises- I notice this tradition has continued- but also his incisive knowledge about music and 

having taken part in his funeral, learning about his extraordinary life. He wasn't going to sing in the 

Messiah but I found him a high stool and I am so pleased I did so. 

Philip Burton Conductor 


