
Together in Song 
An Evening of Music Making with 

Staveley Choral Society and 
Staffordshire WI Singers and friends 

Conductors: -

Sue Osmaston 

Margaret Bassali 

Accompanists: 

Lesley Talbot 

Mavis Bryant 
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Sue Osmaston has· been conducting Staveley Choral Society since 2001 
She came to live in Cumbria. following her retirement _ from a schooi 
teaching career in Essex., where she was Head of Music at the William de 
Ferrers School, a large comprehensive in South Woodham Ferrers. _ 

She is a graduate of the Royal Academy of Music, -where she trained as a 

singer, under Henry Cummings and as a pianist, with Pamela Petchey. In 
1975, she took a B.Ed (Hons) at London University. Later, Sue resumect 
her singing studies under Eileen Poulter. A member of the Association of 
British Choral Directors, Sue has studied conducting with Martin How , 

John Dickson, and Christopher Bell 

As a singer, Sue sang for 17 years with the Nicholson Singers of the Royal 
School of Church Music, where she gained wide experience in the field of 
Church music, singing services in nearly all the cathedrals in _ the South of 
England. She was also a founder member of the Lingwood Consort, a 
chamber choir, highly acclaimed in Essex for its performances of a 
cappella music. Since moving to ·the Lake District in 1996, Sue has sung 
soprano with the Lakeland Singers and has become acti:vely involved with 
the Westmorland Music Council and the Mary Wakefield Festival. 

Sue's other interests include walking, gardening, looking after a family 
holiday cottage, editing an annual family magazine and playing with her 

eight grandchildren. 

Staveley Choral Society was founded over 100 years ago under the 

original name of the Staveley and Burneside Choral Union. Since then 
Staveley Choral has gone from strength to strength and to date has upwards 
of 40 singers in all ranges. Recent additional members to the choir have 
come as a result of the sad demise of Windermere and Burneside Choral 
societies. Staveley Choral Society annually sings a very popular Christmas 
Concert in Staveley and generally produces a concert for charity in May 
eac~ Y~- The choir has also taken part regularly in the Mary Wakefield 
Festival m Kendal where we have received exceptionally good reviews. 
We extend a very warm welcome to the Staffordshire WI singers and 
F~ends, together with their accompanist Mavis Bryant and their Musical 
Director, Margaret Hassall. · 
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Margaret Bassali received her first piano lessons from her mother at the age of 

three and took her first exam at 4, where much to her mother's horror, she played 

the whole book of exam pieces not only the set ones! Afterwards she said she had 

told the Examiner she had learned all of them and he invited her to play-them! 

At the age of 9, she became accompanist for a children's choir, conducted by her 

mother. 

After . leaving school and taking her ATCL and LTCL exams, she became a 

student at the Royal Academy of Music, although after only a year, she had to 

return home to look after her mother, whose ankle operation had gone sadly 

wrong. 

When only 17 she was asked to play for the Bishop Auckland Youth Choir, 

conducted by John Taylor. Together they won silver medals at Darlington and 

Newcastle-upon Tyne and Stockton Music Festivals. When she was 21 she and 

John were married and subsequently had 4 sons. Whilst pregnant with the first 

child, she gained her FTCL. 

Margaret has played for choirs and taught music both in schools and privately 

throughout her life; she became County General Music Supervisor for 

Staffordshire after the family moved there following John's appointment as 

Director of Music for the County. Organising Music Festivals and performances 

became a huge part of her life. 

After John's sudden death in 1981, Margaret continued to play for Stafford 

Choral Society for over 30 years and was made a life member. She was a Founder 

member of ABCD and has recently been awarded an Honorary Life Membership. 

After the death of her deputy in the county, Margaret took on the job of 

conducting the WI Choir which subsequently became SATB and the 'Friends' are 

the tenors and basses. 

Staffordshire WI Singen were formed in 1988 as the Staffordshire County 

Choir. Members came from all over the county. After a few successful years, 

numbers dwindled and it was decided to admit non WI members; they also 

welcomed 'friends' (the gentlemen!) The name of the choir was then changed to 

incorporate its newfound SA TB status. 

The choir has sung as far a-field as Utrecht in Holland, as well as Marazion in 

Cornwall, the Isles of Man, Isle of Wight and North East England. 

Staffordshire WI Singers and Friends are delighted to be sharing this concert with 
Staveley Choral Society, together with their accompanist Mavis Bryant and their 
Musical Director, Margaret Hassall. 



-Programme 

Staveley Choral 
Benedicite · 

Badgers and Hedgehogs 

Ice and Snow 
Whales and water 

Staffordshire Singers 

Afton Water 
_ Skye Boat Song 
Softly as I leave you 

Staveley Choral 
Ubi Caritas · 
I will give to you a new commandment 

_ Staffordshire Singers 
Choristers' confession 
The Lord is my shepherd 

Staveley Choral 
The Hills 

As torrents in summer 

Staffordshire Singers . 
New broom 

You'll never walk: alone 

Combined choirs 
Benedictus 
AgnusDei 

Interval 

Andrew Carter 

A'Lestrange 
A Simmons 
A Simmons 

Dunit1e 
Peter Nardone 

KGrange 
HGoodall 

John Ireland 
Elgar 

PPomfret 
GArch 

Karl Jenkins 



Staffordshire Singers 
· Kansas City 

Chatumooga 

Staveley Choral 

Sure on this shining night 

O my love, s like a red, red rose 

Staffordshire Singers 
Getting to know you 

Surrey with the fringe on top 

Staveley Choral 

Teddy :Sears' _Picnic · . . 

Christopher Robin is saying his prayers 

Staffordshire Singers 
Begin the beguine 
Gold and silver 

. Staveley Choral 

Simple gifts . . 
It's a grand night for smgmg 
Irish Blessing 

Combined choirs 
I love London town 

GArch 
ffan-yWarren 

Morten Lauridsen 
Rene Clausen 

GArch 

GArch 

arr. Carter 
arr. Carter 

A Simmons 
RHanmer 

Aaron Copeland 
Rogers/Hammerstein 

Bob Chilcott 

arr. Eric Withams 



Tonight's singers are ~ateful to S~~ldan~ M~?dist 
· Church for the use of this lovely building and its facilities. 

Proceeds from this concert will be donated to Christian 

Aid. 

Future Dates: WednesdayMay -14th 
- Kendal Parish Church -

Choral Celebration Evening with other choirs from the area . 

. _ · . Saturday ·'October 18th 
- St James Church, 

· Staveley - Concert followed by tea (in aid of Church Funds) 

. Monday 15
th 

December - Christmas Concert 
in Staveley Village Hall. · 

Staveley Choral SociO'h, • ,._H · 
-for Ju ~: ,s a,ways pleased to wekome new members 

rther information, please ring 01539 443782 


