
AGM – Monday 23rd October 2017
Musical Director’s Report

Since last year’s AGM we have put on FIVE concerts!  FIVE!  Huge congratulations, 
commendations, and thanks for your hard work to accomplish this phenomenon as well 
as your cheerfulness, friendship, and supportiveness of everything I present you with!  
In the order as we did them these concerts were:

'Somme: Day 122: do birds still sing?'  Sunday October 30th 2016, 2.30pm, St. Anne's 
Church, Ings.  A contemplative re-visitation to some of the music from our Spring 2016 
concert interspersed with poetry to bring to mind the 100th anniversary of the Battle of 
the Somme.  A new piece from Memorial Ground: Somme Song by David Lang was added, 
joining with many other performances around the country.  Rev’d Robert Dew read 
wonderfully the poems, and in particular made a most moving roll call and tribute to all 
those local men and women and our own family members whose names and brief notes 
on lives and deaths were incorporated into David Lang’s exceptional composition.  Tony 
Blaney excelled himself with dramatic lighting and effects.  There was a fascinating 
exhibition of WWI memorabilia, and a poppy bedecked ‘trench’ installation- with 
‘smoke’.  We entered and exited in a silent  black-clad column.  I could write more: I think
this was the most memorable and moving concert we have done to date.  
The church was filled with an equally appreciative audience for this un-ticketed concert, 
but donations at the door (about £400 I think) were shared evenly between the British 
Heart Foundation and  the North West Air Ambulance Service, in memory of our SCS 
friends Maureen  and Adrian Runswick.  There were tea refreshments in Ings Parish Hall 
afterwards. 

'Christmas in the Garden', Monday December 12th, 2016, 7.30pm  Staveley Village 
Hall.   The annual Christmas show for Staveley took a look at Christmas through carols 
metaphorically and more obviously about the garden and the countryside.  Staveley 
Primary children dressed as gnomes made an entrance in stunningly bedecked 
wheelbarrows – the wonderful work of artist Sally Toms.  They told gardeny jokes, sang 
some carols, and some were also part of a short dramatisation of ‘The Selfish Giant’ aided 
and abetted by some SCS members.  Particularly lovely was Tchaikovsky’s ‘Crown of 
Roses’ immediately following this.  SCS sang and read with your usual accomplishment 
and panache.  David played wonderfully as ever. 
Tickets were priced at £7.50 per adult, (my mistake – it should have been £8 as usual – but
all was well) £4 per child, and included the usual festive refreshments and raffle. 

'Primavera Venture', Saturday 25th March 2017, 7.30pm, Staveley Village Hall
This was billed as ‘a rich choral programme from Staveley Choral Society's archive’.  It 
was based – by request for such - around a slightly bigger work than we have done for a 
while, and a first for me, Schubert’s short and lovely Mass in G.  The programme also 
included Zadok the Priest, Ubi Caritas, Down to the River to Pray, Things that Never Die, Parry’s 
Never Weather Beaten Sail, and At the Round Earth’s Imagined Corners. The Mass occupied the 
second half, with Rebecca Chandler joining us for the first time as a soloist, delighting us 
with her rich, exciting voice.  David Telford Reed boosted the tenors as he does when he 
can, also singing the baritone solo, and Ian Jones kindly took time from his own 
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multitudinous musical MD-ing tenored all the way through, including the tenor solo.  
There were no readings nor introductions to this concert, just straight music from start 
to finish, which for a Staveley audience perhaps was a break from tradition, but then, it is
good to surprise, to ring the changes.  Tickets were our standard price of £8 adult, £4 
child, and included suitably Springy refreshments!  

'Craftsman's Art and Music's Measure', Sat. 27th May 2017, 7.30pm, Staveley Village Hall. 
This concert was a simple version of son et lumière - matching music to paintings in a way 
that evolved as loans of paintings were offered.  The music ranged from folk song 
arrangements to Billy Joel, Enya, Purcell, Chilcott, Ireland, Grainger – and The Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic.  Some audience and choir members brought teddy bears to set the scene.  
We piece by piece we built up an exhibition of superb paintings by several of our 
prestigious local artists -  Martin Greenland, Dawn Gabrielle Chandler (Rebecca’s 
mother), Melissa Harwood, Stephen Darbishire, Judith Wood, Judith Helling and Tina 
Balmer.  While each painting was put in place a poem was expressively read by Rev’d 
Chris Taylor; most of these were by poets gathered locally – Kerry Darbishire, Nancy 
Cass, Paula Day, Frank Gilloughley, our own Barbara Colley, and some Spike Milligan and 
Kipling thrown into the mix.   Alas the choir did not get a good look at the paintings – but
if there is another such concert I’ll work to make that more possible.  Rev’d David 
Smethurst ably compèred the whole ensuring seamless transition through all the items 
which included a double visit from The FAST Duo – (Flanders and Swann Tribute – aka 
John Hiley and David Telford-Reed), our own Ben Goodman dazzling with Noel Coward’s 
Mad Dogs, and David Battersby playing on the piano a stunning couple of movements 
from Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition.  Rebecca Chandler joined us again to perform 
a couple of solo songs as well as the traditional Rule Britannia in our summer Prom 
concert with a painterly twist.  Of course we had refreshments and a raffle as usual and 
tickets as per norm.  Not a huge audience as I recall, though not slight either - and very 
appreciative. 

We then had a summer break and returned to the singing term in September with a welcome back 
party in Ings Parish Hall, to which as many of us as who could came, with some spouses and some 
of the friends who have helped us out over the last few concerts.  There was splendid food on a 
Bring and Share basis, and vary happy time was had by all  I hope we can do this again next year 
with many more of you coming too.  Four weeks of rehearsal followed – then this last Sunday, we 
went up to:

St Michael’s Church, Shap, Sunday 15th October 2017, 2.30pm, where by invitation (based 
on a review of our 2015 Summer Olympiad Prom Concert read in the Westmorland 
Gazette) we performed a short programme (just under the hour) of pieces we had sung 
over the last couple years, sort of hence the title (slightly hastily thought of) ‘Golden 
Leaves’.  We were joined again by our stalwart and generous friends, David Telford-Reed, 
Ian Jones, and Rebecca Chandler, to whom, thanks as ever.  We had to bring a keyboard – 
kindly loaned by Neil Anderton, for David Battersby to do his always stylish and helpful 
playing, and four choir members ably read poems to help evoke an autumnal mood and 
link some of the songs.  The ancient church was warm and welcoming, with an audience 
of about thirty.  We had a standing ovation – by one! - but who thought that all should 
have joined him.  As one of the audience was about to celebrate her 110th birthday on 
Wednesday the 18th October, we might take it that they and she would have if they could! 
A delightful tea was prepared for afterwards when we mingled with the appreciative – 
and hardy folk of Shap.  Thanks to the generosity of the Shap ticket buyers and Janet 
Wood who organised the concert, we were able to give Rebecca a small remuneration to 
(slightly) help her further what we hope will be a rewarding career as a singer.  Certainly 
I think that we all agree that she brings an extra polish to our singing, but also I know 
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she is pleased to sing with us, expanding in however small a way (SCS now, La Scala 
later!) her experience as soloist with a choral society.  We agreed that it was a very 
pleasant event at which we all performed pretty jolly well!  Thanks to all for this extra 
commitment in both practice and performance.  

So, just in the way the dates fall, five concerts between AGMs, but four really in the year – but next
year, only three.  Unless of course we are invited to do something, and you thinnk it would be fun 
to do so!  Never say never!  A quick look at what’s to come:

Christmas concert 2017   'Bring Us Some Figgy Pudding!' SCS annual festive concert this 
year has the theme that we all love at Christmas, the smells, the tastes, the anticipation, 
the sharing together of delicious food.  This is designed to give the idea of the coming 
together of Good King Wenceslas, the Wassailers, Merry Gentlemen, the Three Kings, - 
plus children from the neighbourhood, to a feast, dish by dish being added to the table as 
the concert progresses: not so much a programme as a menu! We have already learned – 
and sung in the Shap concert two of the Christmas pieces ad the others are being learned 
with alacrity!  Tell your friends and neighbours the what and the when to enjoy with us 
an evening of carols traditional and not so, and some suitably festive refreshments. Date:
Monday 11th December 2017, 7.30pm. Venue: Staveley Village Hall. Tickets: On sale 
at the door, from SCS members, at Staveley Pharmacy, price, £8 adult, £4 child.

Saturday April 28th  2018  SCS Spring Concert,  Quiz Sing…- the Song in Question, Staveley 
Village Hall.
There will be four main elements to this concert (at this point in planning anyway! )
1. SCS singing a variety of folk, traditional, pop, standards, choral classics – whatever – as I can 
find suitable arrangements, etc..  more on this anon.  I am happy to take any suggestions – and 
arrangements! 
2. Guest pianist Neil Anderton playing a medley or two – audience and choir guessing the titles - 
‘Name those tunes’…
3. Neil and David Battersby in a competitive ‘anything you can play I can play better’ battle! 
4. An ‘interview’ with a musician or three – in which every question is answered with an 
identifiable line of a song - sung – e.g. Q. ‘How are you today ?’ ...A. ‘I got the blues and just can’t 
sleep at night’…more work to do on all this yet.
It should be fun – and the date chosen is not half term, nor Easter, nor a bank holiday – so 
hopefully all of you can be there.  

We’ll have some Monday practices thereafter in which we work on the November concert music for a bit 
before breaking for summer, and before these last two concerts we will be having the 2018 AGM, by when 
more details will be available. 

Sunday 4th November 2.30pm  Concert  - ‘To Live in Hope’, St. Anne’s Church, Ings.  a 
programme of music to commemorate the end of World War One.  An Evergreen Landscape: a 
chain of English folksongs’ arranged and composed by Roger Cann, A Medley of Songs from the First 
World War, arranged by Alwyn Humphreys, and Fauré’s Requiem, with solo Rebecca and others.

Monday 10th  December – 7.30pm Christmas Concert  - ‘The Toy Box’,  Songs and Carols for 
Christmas, - fun, warm, perhaps vintagey Christmassy, with festive refreshments.  Venue: 
Staveley Village Hall. 

Thank you all for your singing and commitment to Staveley Choral Society. I thoroughly 
enjoy working with you all, the rehearsals as much as the concerts.  Please bring to my attention 
any music you think you might like to sing and we’ll see if it can be incorporated into a concert at 
some point or another.  Also please let me know if there is something you would like me to do 
better – or differently. 

Yours, Wendy 01539 821524  wendyrandallartist@yahoo.co.uk 
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