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An Evergreen Landscape – ‘a chain of English folksongs’ arranged and composed by Roger Cann.
Land of whichever nationality was more green and pleasant before its spoliation by the hideous 
fighting of the First World War. This piece expresses something of the innocence we feel about the 
pre-war landscape and way of life. 

Then came 1914 and Europe changed. These songs happen to be in English, but soldiers of all 
nationalities have sung to keep their spirits up, to dream of home, to power their marching or 
flagging legs. Songs from the First World War – a medley arranged by Alwyn Humphreys serves 
to give us a brief glimpse of the terrible time which we now celebrate as having finished.

We end with Fauré's well-known Requiem Mass in D minor which is known for its peaceful and 
hopeful nature but has been called 'The lullaby of death'. Fauré never spoke directly about what 
inspired his interpretation of the Requiem, but it is more than likely that he was deeply affected by 
his time as a soldier during the Franco-Prussian war in 1870 - 71.  He did say, however, "Everything
I managed to entertain by way of religious illusion I put into my Requiem, which moreover is 
dominated from beginning to end by a very human feeling of faith in eternal rest."

Sir David Willcocks, the renowned conductor and chorus master largely responsible for bringing to 
popularity this Requiem, said: "He [Fauré] wanted it to be something that's consoling and helpful. 
It's the end of their lives where they [us] can rest in peace" It is this that gives us the title of this 
concert, ‘To Live in Hope’ which surely is what all the survivors of the war, military and civilian 
both, needed in order to pick up the wrecks of their lives and try to carry on. It ends with the In 
Paradisum where the music floats us away into eternity. - ‘choirs of angels sing you to your rest’…
and the last word is the same as the first of the mass...’Requiem’...rest in peace.


