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l. 
Once in royal David's city (Oxford Orange Book p.148) 

Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed: . 
Mary was that m<_Jther ~tld, 
Jesus Christ her httle child. 

He came down to earth from heaven 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall~ 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden 
In whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 

For he is our childhood's pattern 
Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us he knew: 
And he feeleth for our sadness, 
And he shareth in our gladness. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above~ 
And he leads his children on 
To the place where he is gone. 

N<-?t in that poor lowly stable 
W 1th the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him· but in heaven 
Set at God's right hand on high~ 
Where like stars his children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 

BIDDING PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

CHOIR: Little Lamb J. Tavener 



ALL: Ding dong! merrily on high (Oxford Orange Book p.2B) 

In heav · n the bells are ringing 
Ding dong! verily the sky 
Is riv'n with angels singin~ . 

Gloria! Hosanna 10 ex.celsts ! 

E'en so here below, below 
Let steeple bells be swungen 
And i-o, i-o, i-o 
By priest and people sung~n . 

Gloria! Hosanna 10 ex.cels1s ! 

Pray you, dutifully prime 
Your ma tin chim, ye ringers; 
!vfay you beautifully rime 
Your evetime song, ye singers. 

Gloria! Hosanna in excelsis ! 

FIRST LESSON The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 

CHOIR: Shepherd's Cradle Song(Oxford Orange Book p.123) 

SECOND LESSON: St. Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus 

ALL: In the bleak midwinter 
Frosty wind made moan 
Earth stood hard as iron 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had f alien, snow on snow 
Snow on snow 

In the bleak midwinter 
Long ago. 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him 
Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 
when he comes to reign: 
In the bleak midwinter 
J\ stable place suficcd 

The Lord God Almighty 
Jesus Christ. 

(Oxford Blue Book p. 93) 



Enough for him, whom cherubim 
Worship night and day, 
A breastf ul of milk 
And a mangerf ul of hay; 
Enough for him, whom angels 
Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel 
Which adore. 

Angels and Archangels 
~1ay have gathered there, 
Cherubim and Seraphim 
Thronged the air: 

· But only his mother 
In her maiden bliss 
Worshipped the beloved 
With a kiss. 

What can I give him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, 
I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part~ 
Yet what I can I give him -
Give my heart. 

THIRD LESSON: The shepherds go to the manger 

CHOIR: Bolivian Carol 



ALL: God rest you merry, gentlemen, ( Oxford Green Book p. 29) 
Let nothing you dismay 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour 
Was born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan's power 
When we have gone astray. 

0 tidings of comfort and joy 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour 
Was born on Christmas Day. 

From God our heavenly r.;ather 
A blessed angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name: 

The shepherds at those tidings 
Rejoiced much in mind, 
And left their flocks a-feeding 
In tempest, storm and wind, 
And went to Bethlehem straightway 
This blessed babe to find; 

But when to Bethlehem they came, 

Whereat this infant lay, 
They found him in a manger 
Where oxen feed on hay~ 
His mother Mary kneeling 
Unto the Lord did pray: 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 

Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All others doth deface: 

FOURTH LESSON: The wise men are led by the star to Jesus 

CHOIR: Noel Nouvelet (Oxford Orange Book p. JOO) 

FIFTH LESSON: 
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 



FINAL PRAYER AND BLESSING 

ALL: Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King~ 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th' angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in-Bethlehem! 

Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King. 

2. Christ, by highest heav' n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of a virgin's womb~ 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail, th' incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark~ the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King! 

3. Hail, the heav'n born Prince of Peace 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild, he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth: 

Hark, the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King! 

Oxford Green Book p. 39) 


