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HENRY PURCELL - ODE: 'HAIL! BRIGHT CECILIA' (OVERTURE ) 

PROGR A 

***** * 

Purcell's ode, 'Hail! Bright Cecilia', of 1692, was his 
fourth 'Ode on St. Cecilia's Day'. It stands alone as 
his most magnificent document in praise of Music and all 
its instruments. Purcell himself was clearly adamant 
about the work, since he took the role of alto soloist 

at the first performance. 

The Overture provides the orchestra with opportunity to 
speak most eloquently for itself. A grand, majestic 
opening leads to a fast, fugal section, followed by a 
beautiful, antiphonal dialogue between strings and wood-
wind. Two repeats lead into a fast, fanfare-like section, 
followed by a slow rise and fall of anguished suspensions. 
The overture ends with a repeat of the lively fanfare 
section. 

ANTONIO VIVALDI - BEATUS VIR (Psalm 112 ) 

Vivaldi (1678-1741), the most original and influential 
Italian composer of his generation, wrote 38 operas and 
nearly 400 concerti. His sacred music was strongly 
influenced by the opera scene, often with solo episodes 
connected by repeated chorus tutti. He wrote three 
versions of the Beatus Vir: one now lost; one of sub-
stantial length in ritornello form; and the shorter 
version heard today. 

GEORGE FREDERICK HANDEL - MY HEART IS INDITING 

This is one of four anthems written for the coronation 
of George II in 1727, the others being 'Zadok the priest', 
'Let thy hand be strengthened' and 'The King shall rejoice'. 

George II, an extremely pugnacious man and the last king 
to lead his troops personally into battle, may have come 
through Staveley in 1745 after massacring the Scots at 
the battle of Culloden. 



* * * * 

The words of the anthem, written in the obsequious manner 
of his time, are taken from Psalm 45 vv 11012· and 
Isaiah ch. 49 v. 23. ' • ' ' ' 

* * * * * * * * 
I N T E R V A L 

* * * * * * * * 

FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN - MISSA IN TEMPORE BELLI 

The 'Mass in Time -of War', in German 'Paukenmesse' or 
'Kettledrum Mass', is the second of six masses composed 
by Haydn when he was Kappelmeister to Nicholas II at 
Esterhazy. First performed in Vienna in 1796, its martial 
spirit and the famous kettledrum solo in the Agnus Dei 
would have reminded Austrians of Napoleon's war against 
them culminating in the actual invasion of Austria as far 
as Graz. 

The Mass comprises the standard six movements: Kyrie, 
Gloria, Credo, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei. 

Haydn's music, despite the work's rather gloomy title, 
is consistently uplifting, and the moments of solemnity 
are particularly moving. The Gloria's 'Qui Tallis' 
section, which Haydn in several masses gave to a solo 
voice, is sung by a bass here. Haydn himself signed the 
passage 'con licenza' to draw attention to the fact that 
this was exactly what he wanted it to sound like, even 
if it did disobey certain contemporary rules of harmony. 
We feel certain that Haydn was quite right! 

* * * * * * * * 
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