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ORDER OF SERVICE 

SOLO: Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 

ALL: He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

And through all his wondrous childhood 
he would honour and obey, 
love and watch the lowly maiden, 
in whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
mild, obedient, good as he. 

For he is our childhood's pattern, 
day by day like us he grew, 
he was little, weak, and helpless, 
tears and smiles like us he knew; 
and he feeleth for our sadness, 
and he shareth in our gladness. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high; 
where like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 

(Book 2 p.14B) 



BIDDING PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER 

CHOIR: Carol of the Birds John Wheeler/Wi1.liam G. James 

(Sheet) 

ALL: 0 little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

0 morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the King 
And peace to men on earth; 
For Christ is born of Mary; 
And, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the Angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 

How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven, 
No ear may hear His coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

0 Holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
0 come to us, abide with us, 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

FIRST LESSON 

(Book 1 p.92) 

The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 

CHOIR: Gabriel's Message (Book 2 p.191) 



SECOND LESSON 

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 

CHOIR: Stil.le nacht 

ALL: Little Jesus, sweetly sleep, do not stir; 

We will lend a coat of fur, 
We will rock you, rock you, rock you, 
We will rock you, rock you, rock you: 
See the fur to keep you wann, 
Snugly round your tiny fonn. 

Mary's little baby, sleep, sweetly sleep, 
Sleep in comfort, slumber deep; 

We will rock you, rock you, rock you, 
We will rock you, rock you, rock you: 
We will serve you all we can, 
Darling, darling little man. 

TlllRDLESSON 

The shepherds go to the manger 

CHOIR: Riu, riu, chiu 

h'6 ) . 

(Book 3 P·f} 

(Oxford Carol Book p. 70) 

(sheet) 
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ALL: While shepherds watched their flocks by night, (Book 2 p.210) 
all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 

, 

'Fear not', said he (for mighty dread 
had sei_z~d their troubled mind); 
'Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all mankind. 

'To you in David's town this day 
is born of David's line 

a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord· 
' and this shall be the sign: 

'The heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
and in a manger laid.' 

Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 

of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 

'All glory be to God on high, 

and to the earth be peace; 

good will henceforth from heaven to men 
begin and never cease.' 

FOURTH LESSON 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus 



CHOIR: Nati.vity carol (Book 2 p.16) 

FWI'H LESSON (Please stand) 
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 

FINAL PRAYER AND BLESSING 

ALL: 0 come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, (Book J p.8B) 

0 come ye, 0 come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels, 
0 come let us adore him, 0 come let us adore him 

' 
0 come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb. 
Very God, begotten not created. 
0 come let us adore him, 0 · come let us adore him, 
0 come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear: 
We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps 
0 come let us adore him, 0 come let us adore him, 
0 come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

Lo! Star led chieftains, magi, Christ adoring, 

Offer him incense, gold and myrrh; 
We to the Christ Child bring our hearts' oblations 
O come let us adore him, 0 come let us adore him, 

- O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above, 

Glory to God, in the highest. . 
O come let us adore him, 0 come let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
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