
Staveley Choral Society Christmas Concert
Monday December 12th 2016 at 7.30pm

Staveley Village Hall
‘Christmas in the Garden’

Choir Green grow'th the Holly    16th century English carol. 
‘ The god of life can never die; Hope! saith the holly.’

Choir The Birds A Czech carol, provenance beyond early 20th century unknown. 
The announcement with  joy that Christ is born to the world. 

Welcome To you all, by Staveley Choral Society chairman, John Parker.

We sing together: Carol of the Advent
People, look East. The time is near 

Of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,

Trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look East and sing today:

Love, the Guest, is on the way.

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
One more seed is planted there:

Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
That in course the flower may flourish.

People, look East and sing today:
Love, the Rose, is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
Guard the nest that must be filled.

Even the hour when wings are frozen
God for fledging time has chosen.
People, look East and sing today:

Love, the Bird, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
One more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather,
Bright as sun and moon together.
People, look East and sing today:

Love, the Star, is on the way.

Angels, announce to man and beast
Him who cometh from the East.

Set every peak and valley humming
With the word, the Lord is coming.

People, look East and sing today:
Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Choir The Cherry Tree Carol  15th century English allegorical ballad, based on the legend of Mary 
passing through a cherry orchard before the birth of Jesus. 

Choir The Secret Flower 16th Century German carol, re-versed in English by Eleanor 
Farjeon.  ‘This child was born to men of God: Love to the world was given.’
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Reading There is a Flower 
A poem by John Audelay circa 1400, read simultaneously in Middle and Modern English, 
with pipe music: ‘was, is and shall be’…. the past is all around us.

Choir Jesus Christ the Apple tree 18th century words where the apple tree represents both
Jesus and his life as a tree of life.  The apple also holds the older tradition of wassailing, 
blessing the orchards with their own juice and song to ask for a good harvest.

Staveley Primary School Look who’s in the garden!  You’ll all want one now!  
Gnome you see them; gnome you don’t! 

We sing together the choruses of The Holly and the Ivy, an English traditional carol.  Hear and enjoy the 
extra ‘sweet singing in the choir’ in the final chorus!               All the verses will be sung as solos.

[Chorus]
Oh, the rising of the Sun,

And the running of the deer, 
The playing of the merry organ, 

Sweet singing in the choir. 

Choir I Sing of a Maiden  A 15th century carol, delicate with the mystery of Christ’s conception 
and Mary’s choice.  ‘He came all so still /Where his mother was

As dew in April /That falleth on the grass.’

Reading Theotokos by Malcolm Guite
‘….Let me share/ The prayer that folds the petals of the Rose’….

Choir Rorate Coeli Desuper – 15th century Scottish poem.
‘Heavens, distil your balmy showers, ...the rose Mary, flower of flowers’

Staveley Primary School Wassail Song North Country traditional song.
‘God bless you one , and bless you all.’

INTERVAL  (15 minutes.)
‘Drink a cup and take a gift!’  Warming festive refreshments will be brought to you, and the raffle winners

will be announced.  Make sure that you have bought your raffle tickets when you enter the hall. Good luck!

Choir: King Jesus hath a Garden from an allegorical 17th century Dutch carol.
‘Where naught is heard but Paradise bird, /Harp, dulcimer, lute, 
With cymbal, trump and tymbal, /And the tender soothing flute.’

We sing together: In the Bleak Midwinter.

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
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But his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
Worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

Choir There is no Rose A mysterious allegorical Marian carol, circa 1420, sparse and 
clear:  ‘Let us rejoice.  Let us follow.’

Reading ‘A Christmas Carol’  by Robert Herrick in about 1640.  Christmas here is not 
Winter, but Spring when ‘What sweeter music can we bring, /Than a carol, for to sing / 

The birth of this our heavenly King?

Choir Summer in Winter 
Summer in winter, day in night, earth to heaven, heaven to earth

Staveley Primary School, plus!  A dramatised reading of The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde

Choir The Crown of Roses A mid 19th century poem sumptuously set to music by Tchaikovsky,
under the descriptive title ‘Legend’.

We sing together See Amid the Winter Snow
Ladies See amid the winter's snow,

Born for us on earth below,
See the tender Lamb appears,
Promised from eternal years.

All Hail, thou ever-blessed morn!
Hail, redemption's happy dawn!

Sing through all Jerusalem,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Men Lo, within a manger lies
He who built the starry skies;

He who throned in height sublime
Sits amid the cherubim.

All [Chorus]

Ladies Say, ye holy shepherds, say
What your joyful news today;

Wherefore have ye left your sheep
On the lonely mountain steep?

All [Chorus]

Men "As we watched at dead of night,
Lo, we saw a wondrous light;

Angels singing peace on earth
Told us of the Saviour's birth".

All [Chorus]

Ladies Sacred infant, all divine,
What a tender love was thine,

Thus to come from highest bliss
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Down to such a world as this.
All [Chorus]

All Teach, O teach us , Holy Child,
By Thy Face so meek and mild,

Teach us to resemble Thee,
In Thy Sweet humility!

[Chorus]

Choir Es ist ein Ros  15th century German carol, with 14th century melody.  
The Rose blooms on the tender stem, as was foretold. 

Thanks, Happy Christmas & Goodbye!  Chairman

Choir Down with the Rosemary and Bay  Words by the great Robert Herrick, circa 1630; this really
for Candlemas Eve, but for you now, farewell, happy Christmas and a blessèd New Year. 

*************************************************************************************
Staveley Choral Society: 
Soprano: Patricia Barnicott, Liz Blaney, Helen Collinson, Jayne Davies, Tina Douglas, 

Ruby Embling, Zoë Gibson, Elaine Middleton, Barbara Mitchell, Margaret Mitchinson, 
Katherine Morris, Jenny O'Donovan, Lindy Priestley, Laura Skinns, Jean Slack, 
Marie Slater, Connie Taylor, Georgina Walker, Irene Wallace, Viv West, 
Patricia White, Christine Whittaker, Elaine Wilkinson

Alto: Jean Acker, Judith Bartlett, Liz Bingham, Beryl Blasdale, Barbara Colley, 
Phyl Dixon, Margaret Farhall, Annie Park, Christine Parker,  
Liz Shapland, Vickie Thompson

Tenor: Ben Goodman, John Hiley, John Parker, David Telford-Reed
Bass: Dick Forsyth, Duncan Hamer, Andrew Jarvis, Bernard Rushton, 

Neil Scott, Paul Slater, Charles White, Brian Whittaker
Pianist:  David Battersby
Musical Director: Wendy Randall
Recorders, Readers, Extras and Soloists: thank you all. 
Lighting and Sound: Tony Blaney
Staging: John and Katherine Morris
Stewards: Jean Acker,  John Morris 
Ticket Sales: Staveley Pharmacy
Staveley Primary School: Mrs Brown, Arthur, Bethan, Byron, Ellie, Grace, Hannah-May, 

Iona, Jack, Jed, Jude, Lorna, Noah, Olivia, Riley, Seth, Tess

Thanks also to all mince-pie providers, SCS Committee, choir, parents, friends, 
and anyone whose name should be here but isn’t! 

If you would like to sing with Staveley Choral Society, 
we would be delighted to welcome you: 

we rehearse on Monday evenings 19.15 – 20.45 in Staveley Village Institute, resuming on January 9th. 
Watch the parish magazine and other publicity for details and SCS news. 

You are also welcome to contact SCS Musical Director, Wendy Randall, on 821524

SCS concert dates for your 2017 diary:
Spring -  ‘ Primavera Venture’ –  Saturday 25th March, 7.30pm

Summer Prom – ‘Craftsman’s Art and Music’s Measure’ – Saturday 27th May,  7.30pm
An October Sunday afternoon, TBA 22nd or 29th  October, 2.30pm

Christmas Concert – Monday December 11th, 7.30pm 
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